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Palmer Timeless 5459

sidewall construction, the

Forum John

Jackson Pro 555
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Like the Tahoe-based hucker for
whom It's named, this one is all
about the park. The Jackson Pro's
true-twin shape and easy swing
weight allow for solid spins and
switch riding. “Superstiff and
powerful, this thing tore through
the park.” remarked one tester
after multiple laps. Strips of light-
waight carbon stiffen the wood
core's laminate, making this one
of the year's twitchiest boards—
though probably not one for
beginners, who'll likely find It too
reactive and the torsion too stiff,
Smaller riders, or those who hike a
lot, might also find it a bit heavy
158; forumsnowboards com

Timeless dishes up supersmooth,
chatter-free turns at any speecl. But it
fkes to rip, too. At higher velocity.
Palmer's FLF technology (which
earned the company a Gear of the
Year award last year) slightly Iifts the
nose and tall, to prevent the nose from
digging nto the snow when turning.
Just be careful in the park: The
beech-and-poplar core Is quite
poppy and launched a few testers
aver the transition and onto knee-
Jarring flats. Also, the core and
capped sidewalls result in a fairly
stiff board, which makes buttering
and pressing more difficult. 156,160,
164, palmersnowboards.com
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Flow Quantum

This true twin spins like a top with
incredible controd, but thanks to its
predictable flex and soft feel, it's an
extremely forgiving board—and a
graat choice for intermediates look
Ing to take it to the naxt level, it
won't let you down: Testers were
surprisaed by the Quantum’s stability
and lack of chatter when they hit
the gas Cradit the four-way layered
laminate {most boards only make it
to three) and a wood core with a
high strength-to-weight ratio for its
confidence-inspiring feal on hard
snow. For the money, you'll be hard-
pressed to find a board that per-
forms this well all over the moun-
taln. 152, 156, 158; flow.com

K2 @

Halled as the lightest snowboard

on the market, this all-mountain
model's superior float in the soft
stuff made it a tester favorite. But
lightness doesn't @qual weakness.
Thanks to a synthetic polymer
placed benaath the binding insarts
K2 calls the stuff Harshmellow—this
setback twin has guts, silencing
chatter on hardpack and sm
out even the cruddiest chop
probably a bit too dynamic for begin-
ner and Intermediate riders, but our
mone advanced rippers found it
pleasingly quick adge to adge, with
good, even pop and an easy Swing
weight.” according to one. 153, 156

159, 162; k2snowboarding.com




Salomon Sick Stick $600
FOR POWDER AND PARK

By replacing layers of fiberglass and
resin with structural bamboo
yeneers, Salomon has figured out
how to make a board that's a bit
healthler for the planet—and, of
course, extremely fun to ride, espe-
clally when heading into the side-
country, The tapered tails help pre-
vent nosadives in the deep stuff,
while the twin-tip shape lets you
=pin off comices without worrying
which way you land. Note: Some rid-
ars found the Sick Stick a bit too soft
overall, which might be the result of
its sidewalls—thay're made of (you
guessed it) bamboo rods instead of
standard-tssue ABS plastic. 156,160,
163; salomensnowboards.com
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Nidecker Random $349
STIFF AND STABLE

On paper, the 154 demna model we
were sent should've been too short
for most of our testers. But this true
twin proved to be surprisingly stable
at speed.“It felt longer and stronger
than it should have at top speed,”
said one of our larger riders. The rea-
son: Its bomber construction (a full-
length poplar core beefed up with
beech) makes for an incredibly stiff
board with lots of pop. The only
downside to all that stiffness was
the extra work and welght it took to
butter, Cool detail: Each handmade
base is constructed with randomly
placed pleces of recycled P-tox (get
it?) that make each board unigue.
149, 154, 158; nidecker.com
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Burton Fix $470

LAP THE PARK.

The Fix's reinforced edges are
designed specifically to stand up to
wear and tear in the park, while its

takeoffs. The Fix also features
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on firm snow. 149-162; burton.com
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