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BOARDING PASS

Evolution is not always gradual. Snowboard designers hit fast-forward in adopting
new technology this season, intreducing radical innovations in shapes and materials
that deliver precision rides with more versatility than ever before. Lib Tech's Skate
Banana has a surf- and skateboard-inspired deck that delivers incredible edge hold,
for instance, and Burton reinvents the ultraresponsive baseless binding. And this
year's Gear of the Year winner, Palmer's Honeycomb, simply does it all with a design

that floats easily, rides fast, and turns like It can read your mind.

By Kevin Kennedy

Palmer Honeycomb 164 $749 palmersnowboards.com

1. It's long enough to float
in powder and generate
white-knuckle speed on
groomers, but still light
enough for easy spins and
big airs through the park
and off backcountry boot-
ers, “This behemoth makes
turning thoughtless, spin-
ning simple, and powder a
pleasure,” sald one tester,

TO BUYER'S GUIDE WINTER 2008

2. Palmer debuts its DPD
technology, which opti-
mizes action between the
lowered nose and tall kick
and the sidecut. It helps
maintain speed when you
initiate a turn because the
nose doesn't dig into

the snow. It also trans-
fers power more quickly
to the effective edge.

3, Thanks to DPD, the
Honeycomb felt stable at
speeds that cause other
boards to get shaky.
“Carving feels effortless
and faster,” said one tester.
There's also an increase
in stability through

the turn. And coming out
of the turn, this monster
accelerates even more,

&, The board is cored

with superiight Momex
Honeycomb from tip to
tall, creating cne of the
lightest production boards
available, Accordingly,

the Honeycomb floated
and turned with ease, while
DPD gave it the abliity

to power through the
worst springtime crud.

5. Don't be intimidated by
the Honeycomb's length.
The weight-saving design
makes what appears to be
a big boy's board feel ride-
able for anyone. As one
height-challenged tester
concluded, “It turns more
quickly than one would
expect and is definitely
manageable for a 164."
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LEARNING CURVE
In the Store: Park?
Plpe? All-mountain?
Powder 7 Directional
or twin? Ifyou can
have only one board,
make sure it's right for
the wiy you ride and
the terraln you fre-
guent most—not the
terrain you sea once a
season. If you're
unsure, try a few dif
ferant types of boarcds
before buying.

In the Field: Keep a
tool kit (ke the
Dakine Minl Tuna, $25;
dakine.com) handy for
ar-mountain binding
adjustrnents, a quick
wiax rubdown after
lunch, and cccasional
detuning for park runs
“Check regularly for
burrs an the board's
edges and use an
edge tuner to file any
down. Even the new
base materials need
regular waxing. It's
hest to apply temper-
ature-appropriate
wiax, but if in doubt,
an all-temperature
wiax like HillbDilly's
Caffin Polish Wax ($18;
hillblihywaxworks.com)
will suffice

At Home: Before
storing It for the off-
SEBASON, Wa your
board and scrape It
while It's still hot.
Then apply hot wax
Again. +5Store your
board Ina cool place
out of direct sunlight
1o prevent the base
frorm drying out.

WINTER 2008 PUYVER'S GLIDE N




